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To all our Quail Ridge Friends,

It is no understatement to say, it has been quite the year! 2020 brought many new challenges, but 
a few silver linings: Our online orders saw incredible growth, and knowledge of both our website 
and preorders grew as well. Since early March, we have shipped nearly eleven thousand boxes to 
readers across the country, and even around the world! 

All of that being said, we still rely on your support, especially around the holiday season, to 
keep Quail Ridge open and operating at the same level, continuing to offer (currently  virtual) 
events, and preparing for whatever 2021 has to throw at us. With shutdowns, shortages, and our 
continued commitment to the health and safety of both staff and customers, we wanted to offer 
some holiday shopping tips!  

 

This catalog is not an exhaustive list of 2020’s best books, but a collection of store favorites, 
popular titles, and some we think would make a good gift. We have worked tirelessly the past 
several months to keep books in your hands while facing unprecedented circumstances, and we 
are so incredibly grateful for the support of our customers, both old and new. It is our pleasure to 
be Raleigh’s community bookstore, and we intend to be here for many years to come. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!

—Your Friends at Quail Ridge Books

• Due to major hiccups in the supply chain, as well as anticipated delays from all 
shipping carriers, we are urging readers to shop early and preorder! For many books, we 
may not be able to get more copies until after the holiday season.  

• If you plan on shipping gifts, we highly recommend any Media Mail packages go out 
by December 1st, and even Priority or UPS should be sent before mid-December. 

• If we don’t have what you’re looking for, trust us! Every staff member at Quail Ridge 
Books is a voracious reader, and we are happy to make suggestions. Peruse this catalog for 
ideas, check out our staff picks page, and look forward to our Best Books of 2020 picks. We 
also have an incredible selection of signed books available. 

• We offer specially curated mystery boxes! Select a price point and send us some 
information: Do you want them to have just books, or books and gift items? Does the 
recipient have any particular preferences, likes, or dislikes? For children, it’s especially 
helpful to know age, gender, and reading level (if you know it). Mystery boxes are fun for 
the recipient and for the bookseller. 

• Another great gift for the book lover in your life is a membership to our Readers 
Club+ program, which includes discounts on nearly every item, unlimited streaming of 
virtual events, free Media Mail shipping, priority access to signed books and event tickets, 
and much more. 

• When all else fails, every reader loves a gift card!

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/17882467120
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/27/books/printing-companies-backlog-book-publishing.html
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/recent-staff-picks
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/signedbooks
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/mystery-boxes
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/readersclub
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/readersclub
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/gift-card-selections


Tristan Strong Destroys The World
by Kwame Mbalia

Tristan Strong, just back from a victorious but exhausting adventure in Alke, 
the land of African American folk heroes and African gods, is suffering from 
PTSD. But there’s no rest for the weary when his grandmother is abducted by 
a mysterious villain out for revenge. Tristan must return to Alke in order to 
rescue Nana and stop the culprit from creating further devastation. He will 
only succeed if he can figure out a way to sew broken souls back together.

Legendborn
by Tracy Deonn

“Seamlessly weaving rich Arthurian legend with Southern Black Girl Magic, 
Tracy Deonn’s brilliant debut young adult fantasy will leave you breathless 
and reeling from page to page. Add in secret societies, stirrings of a love 
triangle, and the thrill of a Chapel Hill setting, and I present to you your 
favorite book of 2020.” (Now a New York Times bestseller!) ~From Amber

LOCAL INTEREST

Respect: Aretha Franklin, the Queen of Soul 
by Carole Boston Weatherford

Aretha Franklin was born to sing. The daughter of a pastor and a gospel 
singer, her musical talent was clear from her earliest days. But Aretha 
didn’t just raise her voice in song, she also spoke out against injustice 
and fought for civil rights. This authoritative, rhythmic picture book 
biography will captivate young readers with Aretha’s inspiring story.

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781368042383
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781368042383
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781368042383
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534441606
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534441606
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534441606
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534452282
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534452282
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534452282 


Goddess in the Machine
by Lora Beth Johnson

A thousand years after being cryogenically frozen along with her family, 
friends, and everyone she knew, Andra wakes up. She’s on a strange planet, 
recognizes nothing, and everyone keeps calling her “goddess”. Andra finds 
herself in a precarious position, teaming up with an exiled prince and trying 
to navigate political regimes without leaving herself vulnerable to the sharks 
that circle her. This smart, thrilling sci-fi adventure is perfect for fans of 
Renegades and Aurora Rising.

Millionaires For The Month
by Stacy McAnulty

How would you spend five million dollars in 30 days? A billionaire’s wallet, 
a bizarre challenge, and an unlikely friendship send two kids on a wild 
adventure. Felix is a rule follower. Benji is a rule bender. They’re not friends. 
Until they find a wallet that belongs to tech billionaire Laura Friendly. 
They’re totally going to return it-but not before Benji “borrows” money to 
buy hot dogs. Twenty dollars is like a penny to a billionaire, right? But a 
penny has value. A penny doubled every day for 30 days is $5,368,709.12! So 
that’s how much money Laura Friendly challenges Felix and Benji to spend. 
If they succeed, they each get ten million dollars. Challenge accepted! But 
money can’t buy everything or fix every problem. And spending it isn’t as easy 
and fun as they thought it would be. Millionaires for the Month is a thought-
provoking story about friendship, privilege, and the value of a penny.

LOCAL INTEREST

Who I Was with Her 
by Nita Tyndall

Rival cross-country high school athletes Corinne and Maggie have kept their 
relationship a secret. When Maggie dies, Corinne is left to grieve alone. Told 
in alternating before/after timelines, readers experience Corinne’s romance 
with Maggie as well as the aftermath of her death. Who else knew about but 
kept their relationship a secret, why, and at what cost? A beautiful, poised, 
and thought-provoking debut about love, loss, coming out, and discovering 
living life on your own terms.

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781984835925
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781984835925
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781984835925
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593175255
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593175255
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593175255
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780062978387
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780062978387
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780062978387


Cozy
by Jan Brett

Cozy is the softest 
musk ox in Alaska, 
with the warmest fur 
you ever did feel. As 
the snow piles up, 
animals start to notice 
just how warm and 
cozy Cozy really is! 
Jan Brett brings a new 

lovable character to life through this gorgeous tale 
of sharing, friendship, and living in harmony.

The Barnabus Project
by The Fan Brothers

“‘The Perfect Pet Store’ 
features genetically 
altered pets. Lurking 
beneath the cheerful 
store is a sinister 
laboratory where these 
creatures are made 
and held captive until 
either sold or recycled. 

Barnabus, an (adorable) elephant-mouse hybrid, 
lives in a bell jar alongside many other non-perfect 
pets. When one of the Green Rubber Suits marks the 
jars ‘Failed Project’ - the animals know they will soon 
be recycled. Barnabus must find the courage to lead 
his friends and escape to freedom. A gorgeous and 
timely book about courage, rebellion, diversity and 
cooperation. Perfect.” ~From Abbe

What We’ll Build
by Oliver Jeffers

Inspired by the birth 
of his daughter, and in 
the same vein as Here 
We Are, What We’ll 
Build is a rhythmic and 
heartwarming father and 
daughter story from the 
beloved Oliver Jeffers. 

Told in rhyming text with Oliver’s signature art, What 
We’ll Build is the perfect story to cherish together.

Sun Flower Lion
by Kevin Henkes

A sun. A flower. And 
a lion. With three 
visual motifs, three 
colors, and fewer than 
200 words, Kevin 
Henkes cracks open 
the wide world and the 
youngest child’s endless 
imagination. Sun Flower 

Lion introduces emerging readers to short chapters, 
action verbs, and adjectives, while bright illustrations 
transform simple shapes into something magical.

I Am Every Good Thing
by Derrick Barnes 
& Gordon C. James

“From the award-winning 
(Newbery Honor, Caldecott 
Honor, Coretta Scott King 
Honor, and Kirkus Prize...
whew!) team of Derrick Barnes 
and Gordon C. James comes 
this gorgeous, important book. 
Celebrating Black excellence 

and joy, every family needs a copy of this book.” 
~From Abbe

PICTURE BOOKS

If You Come To Earth
by Sophie Blackall

If You Came to Earth is a 
glorious guide to our home 
planet, and a call for us to take 
care of both Earth and each 
other. This stunning book is 
inspired by the thousands 
of children Sophie Blackall 
has met during her travels 
around the world in support 

of UNICEF and Save the Children. This masterful 
and moving picture book is a visually comprehensive 
guide to the earth, imbued with warmth and humor.

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593109793
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593109793
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593109793
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780735263260
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780735263260
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780735263260
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593206751
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593206751
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593206751
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780062866103
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780062866103
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780062866103
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525518778
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525518778
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525518778
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525518778
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781452137797
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781452137797
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781452137797


Keeper of the Lost Cities: 
Unlocked
by Shannon Messenger

Told in an exciting new way, 
the Keeper of the Lost Cities 
saga continues with plenty of 
huge reveals and shocking 
new twists—plus a complete 
series guide with beautiful 
illustrations, Keeper-themed 
recipes, a detailed map of the 

Lost Cities, and so much more!

The Trials of Apollo:
The Tower of Nero
by Rick Riordan 

At last, the breathtaking, 
action-packed finale of the 
Trials of Apollo series is here! 
Will Apollo, cast down to 
earth in the mortal form of a 
teenager named Lester, finally 
regain his place on Mount 
Olympus? Lester’s demigod 

friends helped him survive attacks from ghouls, an 
evil Roman king and his army of the undead, and the 
lethal emperors Caligula and Commodus. Now the 
former god and his demigod master Meg must follow 
a prophecy uncovered by Ella the harpy. Lester’s 
final challenge will be at the Tower of Nero.

Max Meow: 
Cat Crusader
by John Gallagher

Calling all graphic novel 
fans! Do you like to laugh? 
You should meet Max Meow, 
Cat Crusader — a secret 
superhero with CAT-ITUDE 
in this purr-fectly awesome, 
hiss-sterically funny new 
middle grade series filled 

with so many twists, turns, and terrific jokes it makes 
bad guys FLEA and kids cheer with glee!

Kenny & 
The Book of Beasts
by Tony DiTerlizzi

In this highly anticipated 
sequel Caldecott Honor–
winning Tony DiTerlizzi’s 
Kenny and the Dragon, 
Kenny must cope with 
many changes in his life—
including the fear that he’s 
losing his best friend. But 

there’s a Witch to defeat, a pal to rescue, and a 
mysterious book to unlock. And those are quests 
for best friends. Right?

Spy School Revolution
by Stuart Gibbs

Superspy middle schooler 
Ben Ripley faces the 
Croatoan—a brand new evil 
organization so mysterious, 
the only proof it exists is from 
the American Revolution—
in this latest addition to the 
bestselling Spy School series.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: 
The Deep End
by Jeff Kinney

In the 15th installment of 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Greg 
and his family hit the road 
for a cross-country camping 
trip,  ready for the adventure 
of a lifetime. But things take 
an unexpected turn, and they 
find themselves stranded at 

an RV park that’s not exactly a summertime paradise. 
When the skies open up and the water starts to rise, 
the Heffleys wonder if they can save their vacation—
or if they’re already in too deep.

MIDDLE GRADE

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534463424
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534463424
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534463424
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534463424
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781484746455
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781484746455
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781484746455
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781484746455
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593121054
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593121054
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593121054
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593121054
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781416983163
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781416983163
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781416983163
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781416983163
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534443785
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534443785
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781534443785
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781419748684
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781419748684
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781419748684
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781419748684


How the King of Elfhame
Learned to Hate Stories
by Holly Black

Holly Black reveals a deeper 
look into the dramatic life 
of Elfhame’s enigmatic high 
king, Cardan, told wholly 
from his perspective. This 
new installment in the Folk 
of the Air series is a return 
to the heart-racing romance, 

danger, humor, and drama that enchanted readers 
everywhere. Each chapter is paired with lavish and 
luminous full-color art, making this the perfect 
collector’s item to be enjoyed by both new audiences 
and old.

Instant Karma
by Marissa Meyer

In Marissa Meyer’s young 
adult contemporary 
romance, Prudence is always 
quick to cast judgment on 
the residents of her coastal 
town. Her dreams of karmic 
justice are fulfilled when she 
wakes up with the sudden 
ability to cast instant karma 

on those around her. Her newfound karmic insights 
reveal how thin the line is between virtue and vanity, 
generosity and greed, love and hate, and fate.Dear Justyce

by Nic Stone

In the highly anticipated 
sequel to Dear Martin, Nic 
Stone delivers an unflinching 
look into the flawed practices 
and silenced voices in the 
American juvenile justice 
system. Incarcerated teen 
Quan writes letters to Justyce 
about his experiences in a 

youth detention center, and his story takes form. 
Troubles at home and misunderstandings at school 
give rise to police encounters and tough decisions. 
What leads a bright kid down a road to a murder 
charge?

Caraval
by Stephanie Garber

This must-have, deluxe 
collectible edition of 
the first book in the #1 
bestselling series has 
new art, a slipcase, and 
bonus content including 
a scene from Julian’s 

point of view, the original ending, Stephanie Garber’s 
writing journals, and a sneak peek at the next book 
set in the world of Caraval!

The Lives of Saints
by Leigh Bardugo

Dive into the epic world of 
international bestselling 
author Leigh Bardugo with 
this beautifully illustrated 
replica of The Lives of Saints, 
the Istorii Sankt’ya, featuring 
tales of saints drawn from the 
beloved novels and beyond. 
Out of the pages of the Shadow 

and Bone trilogy, from the hands of Alina Starkov to 
yours, the Istorii Sankt’ya is a magical keepsake from 
the Grishaverse.

YOUNG ADULT
Skyhunter
by Marie Lu

Talin is a Striker, a member of 
a force that’s the last defense 
for the only free nation in 
the world: Mara. A refugee, 
Talin knows the horrors 
of the Federation, a world-
dominating war machine 
responsible for destroying 
nation after nation with its 

terrifying army of mutant beasts known as Ghosts. But 
when a mysterious prisoner is brought from the front 
to Mara’s capital, Talin senses there’s more to him than 
meets the eye. What secrets is he hiding?

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316540889
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316540889
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316540889
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316540889
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250618818
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250618818
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250618818
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781984829665
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781984829665
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781984829665
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250264978
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250264978
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250264978
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250765208
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250765208
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250765208
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250221681
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250221681
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250221681


It’s A Wonderful Life:
The Illustrated 
Holiday Classic

This lovely illustrated 
storybook retells the 
tale of the 1946 classic 
film through charming 
original artwork and 
allows readers to return 
to the town of Bedford 
Falls to watch George 

dream big, fall in love, and learn the important lesson 
that “no man is a failure who has friends.” Just like the 
film, this picture book can be enjoyed by the whole 
family and is the perfect gift for the holidays.

The Hanukkah Magic
of Nate Gadol
by Arthur A Levine

In this charming holiday 
hybrid story, Arthur A. 
Levine pairs with illustrator 
Kevin Hawkes to offer a 
mythical, magical take on 
the way Jewish families 
came to give and receive 
gifts over Hanukkah, just as 

their Christian neighbors do at Christmas, thanks to 
a loving spirit named Nate Gadol working behind 
the scenes—together with a certain jolly old soul.

Happy Narwhalidays
by Ben Clanton

It’s the festive season in 
the world wide waters, and 
Narwhal is looking forward 
to cozying up with a book, 
singing and partying with 
pals, and enjoying warm 
waffle pudding. And he’s 
excited about the arrival of 
the Merry Mermicorn! Jelly 

is skeptical about the “Mira-Miny-What-A Corn”, 
even when he receives a mysterious present. Now 
Jelly has to get the perfect gift, but how will he come 
up with a whaley great gift for a best pal who spreads 
cheer all through the year?

Snow Day For Groot

Best pals Rocket and 
Groot have the day 
off from guarding 
the galaxy, so they’re 
heading to the Big 
Apple! Spider-Man is 
waiting to show them 
the city-which just so 
happens to be covered 
in glittering snow. The 

three pals swing through the boroughs enjoying 
famous NYC winter activities, from sledding in 
Central Park to ice skating at Rockefeller Center. 
This is one snowy adventure you don’t want to miss!

The Nutcracker
and the Mouse King
by Natalie Andrewson

Natalie Andrewson delivers 
a stunning graphic novel 
retelling of E.T.A. Hoffmann’s 
surreal and fantastical story of 
the beloved Christmas classic, 
The Nutcracker and the Mouse 
King. It is a tale about a girl 
with a great imagination, her 

devotion to a nutcracker she finds under the Christmas 
tree, how the Nutcracker and the Mouse King came to 
be great enemies, and how the curse is broken and an 
imagination is set free.

Santa Baby
by Jonathan Stutzman

Santa is feeling old, and being 
in the business of Christmas 
for centuries is . . . well, it isn’t 
all milk and cookies. Santa 
asks the spirit of Christmas 
to make him younger, but it 
works a little too well! With 
Christmas only a few days 
away, the elves rush to teach 

Santa Baby the basics. Funny and spirited, Santa 
Baby is destined to be a laugh-out-loud yuletide 
book families revisit every year.

HOLIDAY-THEMED

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781683839446
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781683839446
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780763697419
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780763697419
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780763697419
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780763697419
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780735262515
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780735262515
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780735262515
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781368000703
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781368000703
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781596436817
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781596436817
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781596436817
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781596436817
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250255617
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250255617
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250255617

