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To all our Quail Ridge Friends,

It is no understatement to say, it has been quite the year! 2020 brought many new challenges, but 
a few silver linings: Our online orders saw incredible growth, and knowledge of both our website 
and preorders grew as well. Since early March, we have shipped nearly eleven thousand boxes to 
readers across the country, and even around the world! 

All of that being said, we still rely on your support, especially around the holiday season, to 
keep Quail Ridge open and operating at the same level, continuing to offer (currently  virtual) 
events, and preparing for whatever 2021 has to throw at us. With shutdowns, shortages, and our 
continued commitment to the health and safety of both staff and customers, we wanted to offer 
some holiday shopping tips!  

 

This catalog is not an exhaustive list of 2020’s best books, but a collection of store favorites, 
popular titles, and some we think would make a good gift. We have worked tirelessly the past 
several months to keep books in your hands while facing unprecedented circumstances, and we 
are so incredibly grateful for the support of our customers, both old and new. It is our pleasure to 
be Raleigh’s community bookstore, and we intend to be here for many years to come. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!

—Your Friends at Quail Ridge Books

• Due to major hiccups in the supply chain, as well as anticipated delays from all 
shipping carriers, we are urging readers to shop early and preorder! For many books, we 
may not be able to get more copies until after the holiday season.  

• If you plan on shipping gifts, we highly recommend any Media Mail packages go out 
by December 1st, and even Priority or UPS should be sent before mid-December. 

• If we don’t have what you’re looking for, trust us! Every staff member at Quail Ridge 
Books is a voracious reader, and we are happy to make suggestions. Peruse this catalog for 
ideas, check out our staff picks page, and look forward to our Best Books of 2020 picks. We 
also have an incredible selection of signed books available. 

• We offer specially curated mystery boxes! Select a price point and send us some 
information: Do you want them to have just books, or books and gift items? Does the 
recipient have any particular preferences, likes, or dislikes? For children, it’s especially 
helpful to know age, gender, and reading level (if you know it). Mystery boxes are fun for 
the recipient and for the bookseller. 

• Another great gift for the book lover in your life is a membership to our Readers 
Club+ program, which includes discounts on nearly every item, unlimited streaming of 
virtual events, free Media Mail shipping, priority access to signed books and event tickets, 
and much more. 

• When all else fails, every reader loves a gift card!

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/17882467120
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/27/books/printing-companies-backlog-book-publishing.html
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/recent-staff-picks
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/signedbooks
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/mystery-boxes
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/readersclub
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/readersclub
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/gift-card-selections


The Best of Me
by David Sedaris

For the first time collected in one volume, Sedaris brings us his funniest and 
most memorable work. Taken together, the stories in The Best of Me reveal 
the wonder and delight Sedaris takes in the surprises life brings him. No 
experience, he sees, is quite as he expected—it’s often harder, more fraught, and 
certainly weirder—but sometimes it is also much richer and more wonderful. 
Full of joy, generosity, and the incisive humor that has led David Sedaris to be 
called the funniest man alive, The Best of Me spans a career spent watching 
and learning and laughing—quite often at himself—and invites readers deep 
into the world of one of the most brilliant and original writers of our time.

LOCAL INTEREST

ArtCurious: Stories of the Unexpected, Slightly Odd, and 
Strangely Wonderful in Art History
by Jennifer Dasal

We’re all familiar with Claude Monet, but did you also know that he was a 
trailblazing rebel whose works were originally deemed unbelievably ugly 
and vulgar? Or how about Andy Warhol’s enduring legacy involving Caroline 
Kennedy’s moldy birthday cake and a collection of toenail clippings? 
ArtCurious is a colorful look at the world of art history, revealing some of 
the strangest, funniest, and most fascinating stories behind the world’s great 
artists and masterpieces. Through these and other incredible, weird, and 
wonderful tales, ArtCurious presents an engaging look at why art history is, 
and continues to be, a riveting and relevant world to explore.

The End of Everything (Astrophysically Speaking)
by Katie Mack

With lively wit and humor, Dr. Katie Mack, NC State professor and one of the 
most dynamic rising stars in astrophysics, takes us on a mind-bending tour 
through five of the cosmos’s possible finales. What happens to the universe at 
the end of the story? And what does it mean for us now? Guiding us through 
cutting-edge science and major concepts in quantum mechanics, cosmology, 
string theory, and much more, The End of Everything (Astrophysically Speaking) 
is a fun, surprisingly upbeat ride to the farthest reaches of all that we know.

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316628242
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316628242
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316628242
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780143134596
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780143134596
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780143134596
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780143134596
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781982103545
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781982103545
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781982103545


LOCAL INTEREST

If I Had Two Wings: Stories
by Randall Kenan

“When it comes to writing, I’m all about the voice. If I’m into a writer’s voice, 
I’ll follow them anywhere. Randall Kenan’s voice speaks to me in ways I don’t 
completely understand. In these ten stories, that voice leads me siren-like to 
the most unexpected pleasures. The voice speaks of Blackness, of Queerness, 
of the salvation of Down Home Cooking. It speaks through angels and ghosts, 
through the living and the dead, through Billy Idol and Howard Hughes. The 
voice emanates from fictional Tims Creek, but it takes me to so many places. 
It becomes many voices. Randall Kenan’s voice speaks to me.”
~From Tony

Step It Up & Go: The Story of North Carolina Popular Music
by David Menconi

This book is a love letter to the artists, scenes, and sounds defining North 
Carolina’s extraordinary contributions to American music. David Menconi 
spent decades immersed in the state’s music, where traditions run deep but 
the energy expands in countless directions. Menconi shows how working-
class roots and rebellion tie NC’s Piedmont blues, jazz, and bluegrass to beach 
music, rock, hip-hop, and more. Step It Up and Go celebrates homegrown 
music just as essential to the state as barbecue and basketball. Spanning a 
century of history from the dawn of recorded music to the present, and with 
sidebars and photos that help reveal the many-splendored glory of North 
Carolina’s sonic landscape, this is a must-read for every music lover.

Cardinal 
by Tyree Daye

Cardinal traces the South’s burdened interiors and the interiors of a black 
male protagonist attempting to navigate his many departures and returns 
home—a place that could both lovingly rear him and coolly annihilate him. 
Interspersed with images of Daye’s family and upbringing, which have been 
deliberately blurred, it also serves as an imperfect family album.ing, he self-
consciously plots his own Great Migration: “if you see me dancing a twos 
step/I’m sending a starless code/we’re escaping everywhere.” These are 
poems to be read aloud.

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781324005469
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781324005469
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781324005469
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781469659350
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781469659350
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781469659350
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781556595738
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781556595738
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781556595738


LOCAL INTEREST

Hieroglyphics
by Jill McCorkle

“She never fails us, does she? In Hieroglyphics, McCorkle wrote a beautiful 
story of two families. Frank and Lil retire to the sandhills of NC where Frank 
grew up. He wants to visit his childhood home, now occupied by Shelley and 
her son, Harvey. The house contains not only Frank’s memories, but feels 
haunted to Shelley and Harvey. McCorkle’s writing is precise and eloquent, 
and she uses the characters’ losses and pasts to create an atmosphere of sorrow, 
longing, and mystery. By writing from multiple viewpoints, McCorkle allows 
us to become intimate with the interior life of each of the storytellers.” 
~From Mamie

Love Is The Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times
by Bishop Michael Curry

Walk the path of love with one of the warmest, most beloved spiritual leaders of 
our time, and learn how to put faith into action. As the descendant of slaves and 
the son of a civil rights activist, Bishop Michael Curry’s life illustrates massive 
changes in our times. He expands on his message of hope in an inspirational 
road map for living the way of love, illuminated with moving lessons from 
his own life. Through the prism of his faith, ancestry, and personal journey, 
Love Is the Way shows us how America came this far and how to go a whole lot 
further. This book will lead readers to discover the gifts they need in order to 
live the way of love: deep reservoirs of hope and resilience, simple wisdom, 
the discipline of nonviolence, and unshakable regard for human dignity.

This Will Make It Taste Good
by Vivian Howard

From caramelized onions to fruit preserves, make home cooking quick and 
easy with ten simple “kitchen heroes” in these 125 recipes. Vivian Howard 
returns with an essential work of home-cooking genius that makes simple 
food exciting and accessible, no matter your skill level in the kitchen. Each 
chapter is built on a “flavor hero” that will brighten, deepen, and define your 
food. Vivian’s mission is not to protect you from time in your kitchen, but to 
help you make the most of the time you’ve got. Because food is the language 
Vivian uses to talk about her life, she shares stories that offer a glimpse at the 
people, challenges, and lessons learned that stock the pantry of her life.

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781616209728
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781616209728
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781616209728
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525543039
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525543039
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525543039
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316381123
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316381123
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316381123


LITERARY FICTION
Jack 
by Marilynne Robinson 

Robinson returns to the 
world of Gilead with Jack, 
who falls in love with Della 
Miles, an African American 
school teacher who is also the 
daughter of a preacher. Their 
fraught, beautiful romance 
is one of Robinson’s greatest 
achievements.

Anxious People
by Fredrik Backman

“We all know by now to expect 
Fredrik Backman’s delightful 
characters, wholesome plot 
lines, and themes about what it 
means to be human. What we 
do not usually get is a hint of 
crime mystery (albeit a poorly 
committed crime) thrown in. 
This latest work by a master 

character craftsman is sure to leave you with a smile 
on your face.” ~From Tia

The Thirty Names  
of Night
by Zeyn Joukhadar

The author of The Map of 
Salt and Stars returns with 
this remarkably moving 
and lyrical novel following 
three generations of Syrian  
Americans who are linked 
by a mysterious species of 
bird and the truths they carry 

close to their hearts. Featuring Joukhadar’s magical 
and heart-wrenching storytelling, The Thirty Names 
of Night is a timely exploration of how we all search 
for and ultimately embrace who we are.

Memorial
by Bryan Washington

A funny and profound story 
about family in all its strange 
forms, joyful and hard-won 
vulnerability, becoming who 
you’re supposed to be, and 
the limits of love. Benson and 
Mike have been together for 
a few good years, but they’re 

not sure why they’re still a couple. Both men will 
change in ways that will either make them stronger 
together, or fracture everything they’ve ever known.

Homeland Elegies
by Ayad Akhtar

A deeply personal work about 
hope and identity in a nation 
coming apart at the seams, 
Homeland Elegies blends fact 
and fiction to tell an epic  
story of belonging and  
dispossession in the world 
that 9/11 made. Part family 
drama, part social essay, part 
picaresque adventure — at its 

heart, it is the story of a father, a son, and the country 
they both call home.

The Constant Rabbit
by Jasper Fforde

England, 2022. There are 1.2 
million human-size rabbits 
living in the UK. They can 
walk, talk, drive cars, and 
they like to read Voltaire, 
the result of an Inexplicable 
Anthropomorphizing Event 
fifty-five years before. An 
inimitable blend of satire, 

fantasy, and thriller, The Constant Rabbit is the latest 
dazzlingly original foray into Jasper Fforde’s ever- 
astonishing creative genius.

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780374279301
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780374279301
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780374279301
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781501160837
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781501160837
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781501160837
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781982121495
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781982121495
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781982121495
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781982121495
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593087275
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593087275
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593087275
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316496421
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316496421
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316496421
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593296523
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593296523
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593296523


LITERARY FICTION
Cher Ami and  
Major Whittlesey
by Kathleen Rooney

Answering the call to serve  
in the war to end all wars,  
neither Cher Ami, the  
messenger pigeon, nor Charles 
Whittlesey, the army officer, 
can anticipate how their lives 
will intersect in a chaotic battle 
in the forests of France, where 

their wills will be tested, their fates will be shaped, 
and their lives will emerge forever altered.

The Wonder Boy of  
Whistle Stop
by Fannie Flagg

Bud grew up in the little 
town of Whistle Stop with his 
mother, Ruth, and his Aunt 
Idgie. When he decides to 
visit one last time, he sets off a 
series of events, both touching 
and inspiring, which change 
his life and the lives of his 

daughter and others. Could these events all be just 
coincidences? Or something else? And can you really 
go home again? A heartwarming novel about secrets 
of youth rediscovered, hometown memories, and the 
magical moments in ordinary lives.

Perestroika in Paris
by Jane Smiley

Pulitzer-winning Jane Smiley’s 
beguiling new novel is itself 
an adventure that celebrates 
curiosity, ingenuity, and the 
desire of all creatures for true 
love and freedom. Perestroika 
in Paris is a captivating, 
brilliantly imaginative story of 
three extraordinary animals—

and a young boy—whose lives intersect in Paris.

The Cold Millions
by Jess Walter

An intimate story of 
brotherhood, love, sacrifice, 
and betrayal set against the 
panoramic backdrop of an 
early 20th-century America 
that eerily echoes our own 
time, The Cold Millions offers 
a kaleidoscopic portrait of 
a nation grappling with the 

chasm between rich and poor, between harsh realities 
and simple dreams. Featuring an unforgettable cast 
of cops and tramps, suffragists and socialists, madams 
and murderers, it is a tour de force.

Magic Lessons:
A Prequel to 
Practical Magic
by Alice Hoffman

In an unforgettable novel that 
traces a centuries-old curse 
to its source, Alice Hoffman 
unveils the story of Maria  
Owens, accused of witchcraft 
in Salem, and matriarch 
of a line of the amazing 

Owens women in Practical Magic. Magic Lessons is a 
celebration of life and love and a showcase of Alice 
Hoffman’s masterful storytelling.

Transcendent Kingdom
by Yaa Gyasi

A novel about faith, science, 
religion, and family that tells 
the deeply moving portrait of a 
family of Ghanaian immigrants 
ravaged by depression and 
addiction and grief, narrated 
by a fifth year candidate in 
neuroscience studying the 
neural circuits of reward 

seeking behavior in mice.

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780143135425
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780143135425
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780143135425
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780143135425
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593133842
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593133842
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593133842
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593133842
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525520351
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525520351
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525520351
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780062868084
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780062868084
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780062868084
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/magiclessons
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/magiclessons
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/magiclessons
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/magiclessons
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/magiclessons
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525658184
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525658184
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525658184


MYSTERY
All The Devils Are Here
by Louise Penny

The 16th novel by Louise Penny 
finds Chief Inspector Armand 
Gamache of the Sûreté du 
Quebec investigating a 
sinister plot in Paris. In order 
to find the truth, Gamache  
will have to decide whether 
he can trust his friends, his 
colleagues, his instincts, his 

own past. His own family. For even the City of Light 
casts long shadows. And in that darkness devils hide.

A Time for Mercy
John Grisham

Bursting with the courthouse 
scheming, small-town intrigue, 
and stunning plot twists that 
have become the hallmarks 
of the master of the legal 
thriller, A Time for Mercy is 
John Grisham’s most powerful 
courtroom drama yet. With 
the return of Jake Brigance 

deepen our acquaintance with the iconic Southern 
town of Clanton and the vivid cast of characters that 
so many readers know and cherish.  

The Searcher
by Tana French

After 25 years in the Chicago 
police force and a bruising 
divorce, Cal Hooper wants to 
build a new life in a pretty spot 
where nothing much happens, 
and he thought a fixer-upper 
in an Irish village would be 
just the ticket. But when a local 
kid whose brother has gone 

missing pressures him to investigate, Cal uncovers 
layers of darkness beneath his picturesque retreat, 
and starts to realize that even small towns shelter 
dangerous secrets.

The Kingdom
by Jo Nesbo

Roy has never left the quiet 
mountain town he grew up 
in, unlike his little brother 
Carl who couldn’t wait to get 
out and escape his troubled 
past.. When Carl returns 
with a mysterious new wife 
and a business opportunity 
that seems too good to be 

true, simmering tensions begin to surface and 
unexplained deaths in the town’s past come under 
new scrutiny. Soon powerful players set their sights 
on taking the brothers down by exposing their role 
in the town’s sordid history.

When No One is Watching
by Alyssa Cole

Rear Window meets Get Out 
in this gripping thriller in 
which the gentrification of a 
Brooklyn neighborhood takes 
on a sinister new meaning. 
When does coincidence 
become conspiracy? 
Where do people go when 
gentrification pushes them 

out? Can Sydney and Theo trust each other—or 
themselves—long enough to find out before they too 
disappear?

Next To Last Stand
by Craig Johnson

One of the most viewed 
paintings in American 
history, Custer’s Last Fight, 
was destroyed in a fire in 
Fort Bliss, Texas, in 1946. Or 
was it? When Charley Lee 
Stillwater dies of an apparent 
heart attack at the Wyoming 
Home for Soldiers & Sailors, 

Walt Longmire is called in to try and make sense 
of a piece of a painting and a shoebox containing a 
million dollars, sending the good sheriff on the trail 
of a dangerous art heist.

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250145239
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250145239
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250145239
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780385545969 
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780385545969 
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781250145239
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780735224650
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780735224650
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780735224650
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525655411
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525655411
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525655411
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780062982650
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780062982650
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780062982650
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525522539
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525522539
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780525522539


SCIENCE FICTION/FANTASY
The Invisible Life of 
Addie LaRue
by V.E. Schwab

A Life No One Will Remember. 
A Story You Will Never Forget.
France, 1714: in a moment of 
desperation, a young woman 
makes a Faustian bargain to 
live forever—and is cursed to 
be forgotten by everyone she 
meets. Everything changes 

when, after nearly 300 years, Addie stumbles across 
a young man in a hidden bookstore who remembers 
her name.

Piranesi
by Susanna Clarke

“This atmospheric triumph 
leaves the reader just as 
uncertain as the protagonist, 
where its (very few) characters 
are all unreliable in some way 
or another. In fewer than 300 
pages, Clarke builds a world 
you can feel all around you, 
that is a character all its own, 

and is just as unreliable as all the others. Recommended 
for anyone looking for something a little different that 
will stay with you for weeks afterward.” ~From Amber

A Deadly Education
by Naomi Novik

A Deadly Education is set at 
Scholomance, a school for  
the magically gifted where 
failure means certain death 
(for real) — until El, an 
unwilling sorceress who is 
destined to rewrite the rules 
of magic. It would be easy 
enough for El to defeat the 

monsters that prowl the school, but her magic would 
also kill all the other students. She may be without 
allies, but she possesses a dark power strong enough 
to level mountains and wipe out millions.

Ready Player Two
by Ernest Cline

The highly anticipated sequel 
to the beloved worldwide 
bestseller Ready Player 
One, the “ridiculously fun 
and large-hearted” (NPR) 
near-future adventure that 
inspired the blockbuster 
Steven Spielberg film.

The Neil Gaiman Reader: 
Selected Fiction

A brilliant representation of 
Neil Gaiman’s groundbreaking 
fiction, this captivating 
collection includes excerpts 
from each of his five novels 
for adults and nearly fifty of 
his short stories, all chosen by 
his own fans. Impressive in its 
depth and range, it is both an 

entryway to Gaiman’s oeuvre and a literary trove fans 
old and new will return to many times over.

The Ministry for the Future
by Kim Stanley Robinson

The Ministry for the Future 
is a masterpiece of the 
imagination, using fictional 
eyewitness accounts to tell 
the story of how climate 
change will affect us all. 
Its setting is not a desolate, 
post-apocalyptic world, 
but a future that is almost 

upon us — and in which we might just overcome the 
extraordinary challenges we face.

https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780765387561
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780765387561
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780765387561
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780765387561
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781635575637
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781635575637
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781635575637
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593128480
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593128480
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780593128480
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781524761332
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781524761332
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9781524761332
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780063031852
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780063031852
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780063031852
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316300131
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316300131
https://www.quailridgebooks.com/book/9780316300131


ROMANCE
The Dragon Heart Legacy: 
The Awakening
by Nora Roberts

In the realm of Talamh, 
a teenage warrior named 
Keegan emerges from a lake 
holding a sword—representing 
both power and the terrifying 
responsibility to protect the 
Fey. In another realm known 
as Philadelphia, a young 

woman has just discovered she possesses a treasure 
of her own.

Jane in Love
by Rachel Givney

A charming, romantic debut 
novel in which Jane Austen, 
heralded author, ends up time-
traveling almost 200 years in 
the future. There she finds the 
love she’s written about and 
the destiny she’s dreamed of...
but is it worth her legacy?

The Love Study
by Kris Ripper

What happens when the search 
for the perfect date goes 
perfectly wrong?
Declan has commitment issues. 
He meets Sidney—a nonbinary 
advice YouTuber—and agrees 
to go on a series of dates 
arranged by Sidney and report 
back on how the date went in 
the next episode. But the dates 

have no chemistry! Maybe Declan’s broken. Or maybe 
the only person he’s feeling chemistry with is Sidney.

Notorious
by Miriam Spencer

Minerva Spencer begins a new 
series featuring trailblazing 
women who have no qualms 
about breaking the rules of 
Regency era London and 
pushing back on societal 
expectations to forge their own 
exciting paths. In Notorious, 
a sharp-tongued wallflower 

and a notorious rake wage a battle of wits until one 
scandalous moment forces them into a marriage of 
convenience. But it’s not long before an outside threat 
endangers their lives and tests their growing bond.One To Watch

Kate Stayman-London

Bea Schumacher is a 
devastatingly stylish plus-
size fashion blogger who has 
amazing friends, a devoted 
family, legions of Insta 
followers—and a massively 
broken heart. Just when Bea 
has sworn off dating altogether, 
she gets an intriguing call: a 
popular dating show wants 

her to be its next star, surrounded by men vying for 
her affections. She agrees, on one condition—under no 
circumstances will she actually fall in love.

Spoiler Alert
by Olivia Dade

Olivia Dade bursts onto the 
scene in this delightfully 
fun romantic comedy set in 
the world of fanfiction, in 
which a devoted fan goes on 
an unexpected date with her 
celebrity crush, who’s secretly 
posting fanfiction of his own. 
When April dares to post 
her latest cosplay creation 

on Twitter, her plus-size take goes viral, and truth 
officially becomes stranger than fanfiction.
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MUSIC
Rolling Stone: 
The Illustrated Portraits

Rolling Stone magazine has 
cultivated an unrivaled 
archive of illustrated work 
by some of the greatest artists 
of recent times. Drawing on 
decades of archives with a 
focus on more contemporary 
artists and issues, this 
stunning book collects over 

200 of the most iconic illustrations to have graced 
its pages—from portraits of major cultural figures 
to depictions of key moments in recent history.

Play: Images of Music
by Rankin

Play draws exclusively 
on Rankin’s archive of 
photographs of the biggest 
names in contemporary music, 
collecting almost two hundred 
of his favorite images of the 
most influential artists of the 
last three decades. Alongside 
his photos are anecdotes from 

Rankin and the artists themselves on the reciprocal 
relationship between photographer and subject.

She Come by it Natural:
Dolly Parton and the 
Women Who Lived 
Her Songs 
by Sarah Smarsh

Smarsh explores the 
overlooked contributions to 
social progress as exemplified 
by Dolly Parton’s life and art. 
Parton’s broader career—from 
singing on the front porch of 

her family’s cabin in the Great Smoky Mountains to 
achieving stardom in Nashville and Hollywood, from 
“girl singer” managed by men to leader of a self-
made business and philanthropy empire—offers a 
springboard to examining the intersections of gender, 
class, and culture.

Wild Thing: The Short, 
Spellbinding Life of  
Jimi Hendrix
by Philip Norman

Over fifty years after his death, 
Jimi Hendrix is celebrated as 
the greatest rock guitarist of 
all time. Bringing Jimi’s story 
to vivid life with a wealth of 
new information, acclaimed 
music biographer Philip 

Norman delivers a captivating and definitive portrait 
of a musical legend.

American Utopia
by Bryne & Kalman

A collaboration between 
David Byrne and Maira 
Kalman, American Utopia 
offers readers an antidote 
to cynicism, bursting with 
pathos, humanism, and hope—
featuring his words and lyrics 
brought to life with over 150 
of her colorful paintings.  

With their talents combined, American Utopia is a 
salvo for kindness and a call for jubilation, a reminder 
to sing, dance, and waste not a moment.

How To Write One Song
by Jeff Tweedy

How to Write One Song brings 
readers into the intimate 
process of writing one song—
lyrics, music, and putting it 
all together—and accesses 
the deep sense of wonder 
that remains at the heart of 
this curious, yet incredibly 
fulfilling, artistic act. But it’s 

equally about the importance of making creativity 
part of your life every day, and of experiencing the 
hope, inspiration, and joy available to anyone who’s 
willing to get started.
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BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR
His Truth is Marching On
by Jon Meacham

An intimate and revealing 
portrait of civil rights icon and 
longtime U.S. congressman 
John Lewis, linking his life to 
the painful quest for justice 
in America from the 1950s to 
the present. In many ways, he 
brought a still-evolving nation 
closer to realizing its ideals, 

and his story offers inspiration and illumination for 
Americans today who are working for social and 
political change.

Solutions and Other  
Problems
by Allie Brosh

“We’ve waited five years for 
this. It was worth it. Perfect for 
fans and newbies alike, Brosh 
is back, analyzing life in her 
signature hysterical, personal, 
cynical, and ultimately hopeful 
comics. Set aside an afternoon 
to read the book in its entirety. 

Then — read it again. And, again. And, again. (At least 
that’s what I did.)” ~From Tia

Everything Beautiful in 
Its Time: Seasons of Love 
and Loss
by Jenna Bush Hager

In this moving book, Jenna 
remembers the past, cherishes 
the present, and prepares for 
the future—providing a wealth 
of anecdotes and lessons for 
her own children and all of 
us. Poignant and humorous, 

intimate and sincere, Everything Beautiful in Its Time 
is a warm and wonderful celebration of the enduring 
power of family and an exploration of the things that 
truly matter most.

One Life 
by Megan Rapinoe

Megan Rapinoe is one of the 
world’s most talented athletes. 
But beyond her massive 
professional success on the 
soccer field, Rapinoe has 
become an icon and ally to 
millions, boldly speaking out 
on the issues that matter most. 
Using anecdotes from her 

own life and career, Rapinoe discusses the obligation 
we all have to speak up, and reveals the impact each 
of us can have on our communities.

Eleanor
by David Michaelis

David Michaelis presents a 
breakthrough portrait of 
Eleanor Roosevelt, America’s 
longest-serving First Lady, 
an avatar of democracy 
whose agency as diplomat, 
activist, and humanitarian 
made her one of the world’s 
most widely admired and 

influential women. This riveting portrait is not just 
a comprehensive biography, but the story of an 
American ideal: how our freedom is always a choice. 

A Promised Land
by Barack Obama

In the first volume of his 
memoirs, Barack Obama tells 
of his improbable odyssey 
from young man searching 
for his identity to leader of 
the free world, describing 
in personal detail both his 
political education and the 
landmark moments of the 

first term of his presidency—a time of transformation 
and turmoil. This powerful book captures Obama’s 
conviction that democracy is not a gift from on high 
but something founded on empathy and common 
understanding and built together, day by day.
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ART & ARCHITECTURE
Architectural Digest:
The Most Beautiful Rooms 
in the World

Since 1920, Architectural 
Digest has celebrated design 
talents, innovative homes, and 
products—providing endless 
decoration, lifestyle, and 
travel inspiration. Ten editors 
curated a collection of today’s 
most exceptional interiors 

around the globe. Brimming with stunning images and 
rich inspirations, this compendium of global interiors 
is a must for every library of interior design.

Humans
by Brandon Stanton

Traveling to more than forty 
countries, Brandon Stanton 
conducted interviews across 
continents, borders, and 
language barriers. Humans 
is the definitive catalogue of 
these travels. The faces and 
locations will vary from page 
to page, but the stories will 

feel deeply familiar. Told with candor and intimacy, 
Humans will resonate with readers across the globe—
providing a portrait of our shared experience.

Beneath the Moon:
Fairy Tales, Myths, and 
Divine Stories from Around 
the World
by Yoshi Yoshitani

A riveting collection of 
powerful and universal 
retellings of seventy-eight 
beloved legends, fairy tales, 
cultural fables, ancient 
mythologies, and inspirational 

deities from around the world, each accompanied by 
a gorgeous illustration from acclaimed artist Yoshi 
Yoshitani.

National 
Geographic’s America 
The Beautiful

America the Beautiful 
showcases the stunning 
spaces closest to our 
nation’s heart. Spanning 
a period of more 
than 130 years, this 
provocative collection 

depicts the splendor of this great nation, with a 
dramatic combination of modern and historical 
imagery. Profound and inspiring, this is a book for 
everyone who has ever marveled at the beauty of the 
United States.

More Than Just a House: 
At Home with Collectors 
and Creators
by Alex Eagle

Exploring the homes, tastes, 
and lifestyles of brilliant 
creatives around the world—
from adventurer David de 
Rothschild to heiress Marie 
Louise Sciò, this book pairs 
vibrant photos of interiors 

with texts about their owners’ worlds, providing 
insight into how these spaces cultivate unique ways 
of living, working, and socializing.

Alice: Curiouser  
and Curiouser

This book explores the 
global impact of Alice in 
Wonderland across art, design 
and performance from the 
nineteenth century to today. 
It shows how Alice and her 
story have been re-imagined 
and reinterpreted by each 
new generation: from the 

original illustrations by John Tenniel to artwork by 
Peter Blake and Salvador Dali, and from the 1951 
Disney movie to Tim Burton’s latest interpretation.
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BOOKS ABOUT BOOKS
The Look of the Book: 
Jackets, Covers, and Art at 
the Edges of Literature

Why do some book covers 
instantly grab your attention, 
while others never get a 
second glance? The Look of the 
Book examines art of literature 
through notable covers and the 
stories behind them, galleries 
of the many different jackets 

of bestselling books, an overview of book cover 
trends throughout history, and insights from dozens 
of literary and design luminaries.

Ex Libris: 100+ Books to 
Read and Reread 
by Michiko Kakutani

Literary critic Michiko 
Kakutani shares 100 personal 
essays about books that have 
mattered to her and that help 
illuminate the world we live 
in today—with richly detailed 
illustrations by lettering 
artist Dana Tanamachi that 

evoke vintage bookplates. Ex Libris is an impassioned 
reminder of why reading matters more than ever. 

A Literary Holiday  
Cookbook
by Alison Walsh

Festive meals for the Snow 
Queen, Gandalf, Sherlock, 
Scrooge, and book lovers 
everywhere! Some of the most 
famous instances of fictional 
fare have become synonymous 
with the holidays. Finally, book 
lovers can enjoy full menus of 

literary delicacies from their favorite books for all of 
their favorite holidays!

The Book Club Journal:
All the Books You’ve Read, 
Loved, & Discussed

Stay organized for your next 
book club meeting! Made 
specifically for book club 
members, this journal has 
prompts for all the basic book 
stats, along with book club-
specific questions. It also 
includes reference pages with 

lists of classic book club must-reads, and room for 
you to create your own to-read list.

The Book Collectors  
of Daraya
by Delphine Minoui

Delphine Minoui recounts the 
true story of a band of young 
rebels, a besieged town, and 
an underground library built 
up from destruction. Daraya, 
the spot where the Syrian Civil 
War began, was under siege for 
years when a group searching 

for survivors stumbled upon tens of thousands of 
books in the rubble. So they built a library. The 
Book Collectors is a testament to their bravery and a 
celebration of the power of words.

The Writer’s Library: 
The Authors You Love on the 
Books That Changed Their 
Lives

The Writer’s Library is a 
revelatory exploration of 
the studies, libraries, and 
bookstores of today’s favorite 
authors—the creative artists 
whose imagination and 
sublime talent make America’s 

literary scene the wonderful, dynamic world it is. A 
love letter to books and a celebration of wordsmiths, 
The Writer’s Library is a treasure for anyone who has 
been moved by the written word. 
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FOOD & COOKING
Frontier Follies: Adventures 
in Marriage & Motherhood 
in the Middle of Nowhere
by Ree Drummond

In stories brimming with lively 
wit and humor, Ree pulls back 
the curtain and shares her 
experiences with childbirth, 
wildlife, isolation, teenagers, 
in-laws, and a twenty-five-year 
marriage to a cowboy/rancher. 

A celebration of family life, love, and laughter, Frontier 
Follies is a keepsake to curl up with and remember all 
that’s wonderful about family.

Dessert Person
by Claire Saffitz

Claire Saffitz is a baking hero 
for a new generation, and 
in Dessert Person, fans will 
find Claire’s signature spin 
on sweet and savory recipes. 
She outlines the problems 
and solutions for each recipe, 
as well as practical do’s and 
don’ts, skill level, prep and 

bake time, and foundational know-how. With Claire at 
your side, everyone can be a dessert person.

Break an Egg!:
The Broadway Cookbook
by Tara Theoharis

Celebrate your love of 
Broadway with this quirky 
collection of recipes inspired 
by your favorite musicals from 
The Sound of Music to Hamilton. 
With fun illustrations and 
gorgeous food photography 
throughout, this book is the 

perfect gift for season ticket holders, drama kids, and 
Broadway fans of all ages.

The Rise : Black Cooks and 
the Soul of American Food
by Marcus Samuelsson

Chef and author Marcus 
Samuelsson gathers together 
an unforgettable feast of food, 
culture, and history to highlight 
the diverse deliciousness of 
Black cooking today. Driven 
by a desire to fight against 
bias, reclaim Black culinary 

traditions, and energize a new generation of cooks, 
Marcus shares his own journey alongside recipes to 
dozens of chefs, writers, and activists—with stories 
exploring their creativity and influence. A stunning 
work of breadth and beauty, The Rise is more than a 
cookbook. It’s the celebration of a movement.

The Good Book of 
Southern Baking
by Kelly Fields

Celebrated pastry chef Kelly 
Fields has spent decades 
figuring out what makes the 
absolute best baked goods in 
the Southern repertoire. In her 
first book, Fields brings you 
into her kitchen, generously 
sharing her boundless 

expertise and ingenious ideas. With more than one 
hundred recipes for quick breads, muffins, biscuits, 
cookies and bars, puddings and custards, cobblers, 
crisps, galettes, pies, tarts, and cakes, this is the new 
bible for Southern baking.

Milk Street: Cookish
by Christopher Kimball

In Cookish, Milk Street’s own 
Christopher Kimball and his 
team of cooks and editors 
harness the most powerful 
cooking principles from 
around the world to create 200 
of the simplest, most delicious 
recipes ever created. These 
recipes make it easy to be a 

great cook — the kind who can walk into a kitchen and 
throw together dinner in no time.
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POP CULTURE
Art & Soul of Dune

Immerse yourself in 
the world of Denis 
Villeneuve’s Dune and 
discover the creative 
journey that brought 
Frank Herbert’s novel 
back to the big screen. 
This comprehensive 
exploration of the 
filmmaking process 

captures Villeneuve’s vision for Dune, from its 
environmental and creature designs to intricate 
costume concepts and landmark digital effects.

Marvel Eat the Universe:
The Official Cookbook

Prepare to eat like a Marvel 
Super Hero with Chef 
Justin Warner, who invites 
you to pull up a chair 
and explore the Marvel 
Universe through these 
creative dishes inspired by 
Marvel’s heroes. Marvel Eat 
the Universe: The Official 
Cookbook offers something 

delicious for fans from every corner of the multiverse.

A Pop-Up Guide to Diagon 
Alley and Beyond

This exhilarating pop-up book 
invites you to relive the movie 
adventures of Hermione, Ron, 
and Harry as you explore 
London’s magical Diagon Alley 
like never before. Packed with 
amazing moments and hidden 
surprises, Harry Potter: A 

Pop-Up Guide to Diagon Alley and Beyond is a landmark 
new pop-up book guaranteed to impress Harry Potter 
fans everywhere.

Firefly - Artbook:
A Visual Celebration  
of Joss Whedon’s 
Swashbuckling ‘verse

This coffee table book 
bursting with brand new 
exclusive art includes over 120 
pieces by professional artists, 
illustrators, concept artists, 
comics artists and graphic 

designers. From character portraits, faux book covers 
and poster concepts, to iconic scenes, wanted posters 
and renderings of Serenity, each artist puts their own 
stamp on the Firefly universe.

The Secrets of Tenet

From the director 
Christopher Nolan 
comes a mind-blowing 
espionage thriller so 
unique that audiences 
will puzzle over its 
intricacies for years 
to come. The Secrets of 
Tenet takes readers on 
an exclusive journey 

into Nolan’s time-bending masterpiece, offering rare 
insights into all aspects of its creation.

The Art of Ghost of 
Tsushima

A beautifully realized 
tome inspired by 
traditional Japanese 
aesthetics, this ornate 
artbook showcases 
every detail of the vast 
and exotic Tsushima 

Islands, featuring illustrations of characters, 
landscapes, and diagrams of Samurai sword-fighting 
techniques, along with a look at storyboards and 
renders from the most intense and expressive 
cinematic moments of the game.
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The World of 
Critical Role: 
The History Behind 
the Epic Fantasy

Dive into the history of 
the world’s most popular 
fantasy RPG livestream with 
the cast of Critical Role in 
this definitive guide. From 
its unassuming beginnings 
as a casual home game 
between friends to the 
role-playing phenomenon 
it is today, Critical Role has 

become the stuff of legend. These pages chronicle how 
a circle of friends who all happen to be talented voice 
actors built the most-watched tabletop role-playing 
livestream ever.

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS
Dungeonmeister: 
A Drink Master’s 
Guide
75 Epic RPG Cocktail 
Recipes to Shake Up 
Your Campaign

Make your next gaming 
adventure even more fun 
with this collection of 75 
RPG-inspired cocktails! 
Featuring fantasy-themed 
libations from the boozy 
Dragon the Beach and 
a Potion of Strength to 

a sneaky Stealth Check shot and a Never Split the 
Party Punch, you’ll keep spirits high and your friends 
happy during your next dungeon-crawling tabletop 
adventure.

Into the Dungeon: 
A Choose-Your-Own-
Path Book

Into the Dungeon is a  
100+ page choose-your-
own-path game-in-a-book, 
where all you need to play 
is a pencil. The reader 
gets to decide which way 
to go and how to explore, 
with hundreds of different 
paths through the story. 
On some paths, you’ll find 
untold riches, ancient 

artifacts, strange creatures or secret passages, but on 
others, you’ll barely make it out alive (or else you’ll 
die horribly).

Heroes’ Feast: 
Dungeons and Dragons 
Cookbook

From the experts behind 
Dungeons & Dragons Art & 
Arcana comes a cookbook 
that invites fantasy lovers 
to learn about their favorite 
fictional cultures through 
their unique cuisines and 
lifestyles. With this book, 
you can prepare dishes 
delicate enough to dine 
like elves and their drow 

cousins or hearty enough to feast like a dwarven clan 
or a boisterous orcish horde. All eighty dishes are 
delicious, easy to prepare, and composed of wholesome 
ingredients readily found in our world.
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GENERAL NONFICTION

HRH: So Many Thoughts on 
Royal Style
by Elizabeth Holmes

Holmes takes a nuanced look 
at the fashion and branding 
of the four most influential 
members of the British Royal 
Family: Queen Elizabeth II; 
Diana, Princess of Wales; 
Catherine, The Duchess of 
Cambridge; and Meghan, 

The Duchess of Sussex. With one section devoted to 
each woman, HRH is a celebration of their stories and 
style, pairing gorgeous photographs with extensive 
research.

Stranger Planet
by Nathan W. Pyle

In this eagerly awaited 
sequel, Nathan takes us 
back to his charming and 
instantly recognizable 
planet colored in bright 
pinks, blues, greens, and 
purples, providing more 
escapades, jokes, and 
phrases. Bright, colorful, 

and whimsical—yet charmingly familiar—Stranger 
Planet is out-of-this-world fun.

A Cat’s Tale: A Journey 
Through Feline History

The first comprehensive 
history of felines—from 
the laps of pagan gods to 
present-day status as meme 
stars—as revealed by a very 
learned tabby with a knack 
for hunting down facts. A 
paws-on journey through 
the feline hall of fame, with 

in-depth research and four-legged testaments that 
makes you rethink who defines history, A Cat’s Tale is 
a one-of-a-kind chronicle that introduces readers to 
the illustrious ancestors of their closest companions.

Mantel Pieces: Royal 
Bodies and Other Writing 
from the London Review 
of Books
by Hilary Mantel

A collection of reviews, 
essays, and pieces of memoir 
from the past three decades 
from Booker Prize winner 
Hilary Mantel. Illuminating, 
penetrating and often funny, 

interleaved with letters and other ephemera gathered 
from the archive, Mantel Pieces is an irresistible 
selection from one of our greatest living writers.

home body
by rupi kaur

rupi kaur constantly embraces 
growth, and in home body, 
she walks readers through a 
reflective and intimate journey 
visiting the past, the present, 
and the potential of the self. 
home body is a collection of 
raw, honest conversations with 
oneself - reminding readers 

to fill up on love, acceptance, community, family, and 
embrace change. illustrated by the author, themes of 
nature and nurture, light and dark, rest here.

Gods at Play: An Eyewitness 
Account of Great Moments 
in American Sports 
by Tom Callahan

A beautifully observed 
narrative of American sport: 
character, grit, tragedy, 
unremarked heroism, and, 
always, the illuminating story 
behind the story. Brimming 
with colorful vignettes and 

enlivened by Callahan’s eye for detail, Gods at Play 
offers surprising portraits of the most celebrated 
names in sports. 
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HOLIDAY-THEMED

The Official Downton Abbey 
Christmas Cookbook

Take a seat at the Christmas 
table of Downton Abbey, the 
historic British estate at the 
heart of the popular PBS series. 
Downton fans will appreciate 
this enticing collection of 
classic British holiday recipes 
from the Edwardian era, 
evocative narratives about 

Christmas traditions, and seasonal anecdotes from the 
well-beloved series.

In a Holidaze
by Christina Lauren

One Christmas wish, two 
brothers, and a lifetime of 
hope are on the line for hapless 
Maelyn Jones in In a Holidaze, 
this season’s essential holiday 
romance by Christina Lauren. 
Jam-packed with yuletide 
cheer, an unforgettable cast 
of characters, and hilarious 

hijinks, this swoon-worthy romantic read will make 
you believe in the power of wishes and the magic of 
the holidays.

Letters From Father 
Christmas:
Centenary Edition
by J.R.R. Tolkien

Every December, an envelope 
bearing a stamp from the 
North Pole would arrive for 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s children. Inside 
would be a letter in strange 
spidery handwriting and a 
beautiful colored drawing or 

some sketches. The letters were from Father Christmas. 
No reader, young or old, can fail to be charmed by the 
inventiveness and “authenticity” of Tolkien’s Letters 
from Father Christmas. This handsome, festive edition 
is published on the 100th anniversary of the first letter 
Tolkien sent to his firstborn in 1920.

Christmas with Kim-Joy

Sharing her nearly-effortless 
decorating techniques and 
delicious flavor combinations,  
Kim-Joy will delight novice 
and seasoned bakers with 
goodies like melted snowman 
cake pops, white chocolate 
igloos, penguin bao buns, 
and a magical gingerbread 
village. Whether you’re after 

ideas for edible Christmas gifts or bigger bakes to 
feed friends and family, you’ll find a treasure trove of 
adorable recipes here that will melt everyone’s heart.

The Nightmare 
Before Christmas:
Advent Calendar 
and Pop-Up Book

Fans of Tim Burton’s 
iconic holiday film can 
countdown to Christmas 
with this pop-up advent 
calendar. Inside, readers 
will find a perfectly 

ghastly pop-up tree. Hidden in compartments 
beneath it are twenty-five removable and displayable 
ornaments—from skeletal reindeer to a man-eating 
wreath—to hang on the tree.

After Dinner 
Amusements: 
Happy Holidays

After Dinner Amusements 
offer an irresistible twist 
on classic party games and 
activities. Compact and 
eye-catching, they’re the 

perfect pocket-size games to bring to a party or add 
on to a gift. Happy Holidays: 50 Festive Activities For 
The Whole Family features cozy activities that bring 
everyone together to share in the wintery fun of the 
holiday season.
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